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presumably Thomas Raynalde.1 Subsequent editions, fourteen in
number, between 1545 and 1676, according to Ballantyne,2 who
made a careful bibliographical study of the work, all bear the
name of Thomas Raynalde, although it is uncertain whether
there were two men of this name, one a printer, the other a
physician. All the editions are now very rare. The book is
illustrated by anatomical drawings from the Fabrica of Vesalius,
by a series of " Byrth Fygures " depicting the various positions
of the child in the uterus, and by a woodcut showing a birth
stool (The Woman's Stoole). The Byrth of Mankynde maintained
its place as a textbook of midwifery until the eighteenth century.
We shall have occasion to note in the next chapter that
William Harvey not only solved the problem of the circulation
of the blood, but also made the first original contribution to
British midwifery (p. 183). It was he who really brought the
Renaissance to Britain.

1 J. L. Miller, "Renaissance Midwifery.    The Evolution of Modern Obstetrics
(1500-1700)," in Mayo Foundation Lectures on the History of Medicine, Philadelphia,

1933-

a J. W. Ballantyne, The Byrth of Mankynde: Its Author, Editions, and Contents, 1907.

(Reprinted from Journ. of Obst. and Gynaecol. of the British Empire, 1906 and 1907.)
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